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CORONAVIRUS — AGRICULTURE 

279. Hon PETER COLLIER to the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 
My question without notice is asked on behalf of Hon Jim Chown, who is on urgent parliamentary business. Is 
there an answer? The minister is paired, so I just wondered. 
Hon Stephen Dawson: Yes, we have an answer. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: The Liberal opposition supports any provisions imposed to stop the spread of COVID-19. 
(1) Is the agricultural industry being considered as an essential service; and, if not, why not? 
(2) What protocols has the minister undertaken to ensure that the agricultural industry is able to continue with 

food production and distribution, including exports, without being adversely hindered by national and 
state COVID-19 travel restrictions and requirements? 

The PRESIDENT: Before the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Agriculture and Food answers, I remind 
members that when I made my statement at the start of the day, I said that for the purpose of question time, the 
parliamentary secretaries for health and regional development would answer any questions from the seat they are 
sitting in at the time. 

Hon DARREN WEST replied: 
Thank you, Madam President, for the clarification. I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 
On behalf of the Minister for Agriculture and Food, I provide the following answer. 

(1)–(2) This crisis has absolutely reinforced the importance of agriculture for the survival of our state and our 
country. The minister wants to thank our farmers and everybody working on the food production supply 
chain. To slow the spread of COVID-19 in Western Australia, we have needed to put in place measures to 
restrict travel and social interaction. The Premier has made it clear that where possible, we are implementing 
these measures in ways that allow businesses to continue. Recognising the importance of our agricultural 
industry, we have included specific exemptions in our interstate travel restrictions for people who are 
employed or engaged in agricultural or primary industry. We will also be reflecting this exemption in our 
intrastate travel restrictions. I must note, however, that it is likely the restrictions at our state borders will 
be strengthened as we continue to protect Western Australia from the risk of virus spread from the eastern 
states. We have also ensured that all freight movements are exempt from travel restrictions, which means 
that there will be no impact on agricultural inputs or machinery imports. With the demise of passenger 
air services to our key Asian markets, we are working with our export industry to explore options to get 
our produce out and protect our key markets. 

 


	CORONAVIRUS — AGRICULTURE

